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Trick or Treat! 
 

Facilities & Recreation will host Fall Festival for the kids in Ferran 
Park this Friday, October 31, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Free candy, music, games, prizes, 
giant slide, bounce house, face painting, and more.  The public is welcome to come in 
costumes and creep, float or crawl over to the park to “scare” up a great time at this ghoulish 
event – it’s safe, and it’s free! 

 

Donôt Forget  - Clocks, Smoke Detectors, and Weather Radios 
 
Daylight-saving time ends at 2 a.m. on Sunday. Fire officials across the nation encourage homeowners to replace 
batteries in smoke detectors and weather radios when they change their clocks because it provides a convenient 
reminder.  More than 90 percent of U.S. households have smoke detectors installed, however, an estimated one-third of 
those households have smoke alarms that do not work because of dead or missing batteries. Smoke detectors should be 
installed on every floor of a home and in hallways leading to bedrooms. 
 
While it is recommended that batteries be replaced in smoke detectors semi-annually, the devices should also be tested 
at least once a month. The proper maintenance of smoke detectors increases the chances of surviving a fire by 50 
percent. Coupled with a family fire-escape plan, operational smoke detectors can save lives. 
 
Eustis residents who need assistance or have questions regarding their smoke detectors may call the Eustis Fire 
Department at (352) 357-6585. 
 

MacDonald Avenue / Cardinal Street Intersection Closure  
 

The intersection of MacDonald Avenue and Cardinal Street will be closed to traffic on Monday, November 3,  between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. for sewer construction. NISH Construction Company is working on the Eustis Food Mart project 
and will be connecting a new sewer line into the City’s existing system.   For more information about this project, please 
contact Paul Shepherd, Eustis Water Department, (352) 357-5618. 
 

Downtown preps for the Holidays 
Trees, Lights, and Landscape getting a makeover 
 

Work has begun on the trimming of 49 Live Oak trees in the Downtown area.  
Trees along Magnolia Avenue (between Grove St. & Bay Street) and Eustis Street 
(between Orange Ave. & MacDonald Ave.) are being raised, shaped, and having 
dead branches and moss removed.  In addition, each tree will be given a fertilizer 
injection treatment to promote new foliar, cambial and root growth.    The tree 
pruning project will prepare the trees for the new LED holiday lights, which will be 
hung by the Public Works Department in early November.   
 
Following the holiday light installation, and preceding the Light Up Eustis event on 
November 28

th
, the Eustis Downtown area intersections will be treated to a 

complete make-over with new landscaping.  Keep an eye on future Fast Facts for 
details! 
 
For more information regarding the Downtown projects, please call Richard Hoon, 
Assistant  to the City Manager / Community Relations, at (352) 483-5430. 
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City Initiates Business Retention & Expansion Program 
 

As a part of the implementation of the City’s Strategic Plan a Business Retention & Expansion Program (BR&EP) is in the 
process of being initiated.  Eustis Main Street is partnering with the City on this program.   Deputy City Manager John 
Schneiger stated that “the initiative is based on the fact that 90% of new jobs in Florida are created by existing 
businesses”.  The program is geared toward helping businesses solve problems and assist them in using programs aimed 
at helping them be more competitive, as well as demonstrate that the community appreciates their contribution to the local 
economy.  This will be followed up with a Business Survey in 2009.  The information from the survey will be utilized to 
better solve the problems of businesses and develop future economic development strategies for the community. 

 

Cold weather brings attention to heating systems 
 
During the first cold snap of the year, calls to the Eustis Fire Department seem to rise as fast as temperatures fall.  That’s 
because residents turn on their dormant home heaters and mistake the burn-off of lint and dust from the machinery for an 
actual fire.  Residents are to be aware of this smell when they restart their heater after a long period.  The slight odor will 
last a few minutes, while the system sheds dust and lint to return to normal operating status.  To reduce the odor or 
prevent an occurrence, residents should clean their system or change their filters on a regular basis.  When in doubt, 
please call 911 immediately. 
 

Street Resurfacing finishes on Bates 
Avenueémoving on to Key Avenue 
 
The City’s Public Works Department is continuing with the street 
resurfacing projects for this fiscal year.  Bates Avenue is currently 
being completed, and then the crews will move on to Key Avenue as 
scheduled .  Residents are encouraged  to refrain from parking on the 
street during the resurfacing operation, which is targeted for completion 
on November 7

th
.   

 
As always, the Public Works Department will coordinate the 
resurfacing project in a manner that offers the least impact to residents 
as possible.  Paving will start at 8:00 am and end by 4:00 pm, with one 
lane being kept open for the residents to use.  Residents impacted by 
the resurfacing will be notified approximately 48 hours in advance with 
flyers.  For more information, contact John Futch, Director of Public 
Works, at (352) 357-2414. 
 

Downtown Hydrant Testing 
 
The Eustis Fire Department will be testing downtown hydrants on 
Sunday, November 2

nd
 beginning at 6:00 pm.   More than 50 hydrants 

will be tested. The test area includes hydrants located west of Center 
Street to Lake Eustis and North of Norton Avenue (Police Station) to Bates Avenue (Community Center).  The testing, 
required to keep a low ISO rating and identify problem areas, includes flowing each hydrant for sixty to ninety seconds.  
Fire personnel will work into the early morning hours to test all the hydrants in the downtown area to minimize the 
disruption to area homes and businesses. 
 
Water customers in the affected area may notice slight discoloration in their water then next morning, because of 
sediment in lines being stirred.  Discoloration can be cleared by running the cold water for a short period.  If the water 
color does not change or for other issues, please call the Fire Department at (352) 357-6585 or Water Customer Service 
at (352) 589-4333. 
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